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As a charity, we’d be the first to say we don’t have much of a track record when it comes to hosting parties. As we’re funded 
directly by our stakeholders it’s not necessary for us to hold fundraising events to maintain our day to day operations and up to 
this point, we’ve relied on Tony’s golf days down at Foxhills in Surrey to bring friends of the charity together (for more on this 
year’s version of that event, see page 10).

Twenty year anniversaries come but once however, and we did feel it would be an ideal opportunity to bring the many individ-
uals that lay behind our success over that time into the one room and show them our heartfelt appreciation for their continued 
support. The timing of the event also allowed us to publicly thank our long term Head of Residential James West who very 
recently retired from the full-time role he has held at Sporting Chance since the charity was founded back in the year 2000.

Fortunately, we were able to make use of the wonderful facilities at Mottram Hall in Cheshire, a recent addition to the Champneys 
family of health spas which, as many of you will be aware, includes the Forest Mere resort that has been home to our residential 
clinic for many years.
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Stakeholders, therapists, former clients and loyal friends were all in attendance to help us 
reflect on two decades of Sporting Chance, a charity that continues to sit at the forefront of 
emotional and mental health provision in sport.

Among the highlights of the evening was a compilation of tribute clips including contribu-
tions from Gordon Taylor, Ralph Rimmer, Elton John, Dame Kelly Holmes and Gareth South-
gate. Music was kindly provided via the spinning wheels of the irrepressible 
Femi Fem.

Colin Bland said of the evening: “It was a fitting occasion, not just to mark the longevity of 
the charity but to be able to acknowledge the efforts of the many people who have put 
so much time, skill and passion into helping professional sportspeople from all walks of life 
address all kinds of different problems. I have no doubt in my mind when I say that James 
(West) has helped to save countless lives over the years he has worked for Sporting Chance 
and an evening like this can only be a small mark of the gratitude we have for that fact.”

Thanks to Stephen Purdew and the Champneys staff for the peerless facilities at 
Mottram Hall.
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Here at Sporting Chance, developing our services and communicating those services to the sportsmen and wom-
en they have been designed for is at the heart of everything we do. For a number of years we have been conspic-
uous by our absence from all forms of social media, conscious of our role as a confidential treatment provider and, 
as an organisation born out of the fundamental principles of the ‘12 step’ recovery programme, of being dragged 
into debates around issues for which it wouldn’t necessarily be appropriate for us to be involved. 

However, increasingly aware of the importance of certain platforms to communicate our services to potential cli-
ents, we launched our Instagram account in the days following our birthday celebrations and will be developing 
this over the coming months to provide a range of content to those who have an interest on our services and at 
some point in the future, might come to rely on them.

We always welcome input from our stakeholders on issues they want to see addressed on the account or on issues 
they might want to contribute to themselves. We’re humble enough to say we’d welcome all the help we can get!

If you have any thoughts, feedback or suggestions, please contact Alex Mills at  alex@sportingchanceclinic.com

S O C I A L  M E D I A T O N Y  I N  C O N V E R S A T I O N  W I T H  T H E  P C A
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It was an absolute joy and honour to be part of our twentieth birth-
day celebration back in January, I did spend some time then con-
sidering and sharing thoughts on what may lay ahead in the next 
twenty years. Not in my wildest imaginations could I have predict-
ed the events of the first few months of that journey. As I write, we 
in the UK and much of the world are in various versions of social 
lockdown due to a pandemic of Covid-19. Globally sport is at a 
standstill and those who depend upon it for their livelihoods, be 
it by actively competing or working with those that do, are in un-
charted waters. There is little doubt that this experience will leave 
its mark on both the sports we serve and those who play them.

It is with great pride that I can tell you how we, Sporting Chance 
have responded to these events. Our phone lines are open and 
taking calls for those in need, counsellors and therapists are see-
ing players in their own homes via secure online platforms and 
our education department continues to support our stakeholders 
to communicate messages of wellbeing to those they serve. We 
are unable to deliver residential courses at the moment but those 
who will attend in the future are being supported by therapists and 
Sporting Chance support groups. We have reached out to sports 
and sporting bodies across the country who we have not worked 
with before to offer a hand. Five new stakeholders are now using 
our services, we hope they will remain with us for the long term. 

The encouragement that we are offering all is to look after your-
selves, keep good structure, use this time constructively, reach out 
to friends and ask for support when you need it. Sporting Chance 
is following its own advice and it is serving us well. It may be an 
unusual launchpad for the next twenty years but it is the only one 
we have. It is built on the hard work and care of all those who have 
ever worked for Sporting Chance and the commitment of stake-
holders to the principles that we stand for.

 “Whenever a sports man or woman has the courage to reach out 
for help with an emotional or mental health concern, there needs 
to be a place to go. That place must be safe and professional – 
Sporting Chance, can be that place” Tony Adams.

Pandemic or not.
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C O R O N A V I R U S  U P D A T E

Colin Bland, CEO

W P B S A  &  P S A 

This month we’re delighted to announce new partnerships with the Professional Squash As-
sociation Foundation and also with the World Professional Billiards and Snooker Association 
(WPBSA) to provide services to current players on the World Snooker Tour. It’s been a pleasure 
to work with Jordan Jefferies and Neil Tomkins of those respective organisations to get these 
agreements in place and begin the process of raising awareness of our services to the athletes 
they look after.

Jason Ferguson, Chairman of the WPBSA said, “We are delighted to be working alongside Sport-
ing Chance to provide our players with a level of support which has been developed over the 
past 20 years. Snooker is a tough mentally challenging sport, and as the sport’s world governing 
body, the WPBSA takes the welfare of its players very seriously. As an already strong supporter 
of the Mental Health Charter, we are very pleased to be able to take this next step through this 
excellent partnership with Sporting Chance.”

W E L C O M E  T O  S Q U A S H  &  S N O O K E R

J O I N  T H E  S P O R T I N G  C H A N C E  F A M I L Y
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L O N D O N  M A R A T H O N  U P D A T E

S P O R T I N G  C H A N C E  G O L F  D A Y

G O L F  D A Y

The pandemic has also understandably put pay to our 

annual golf day this year, which was due to be hosted 

at Mottram Hall in Cheshire for the first time. We will 

miss catching up with friends and stakeholders but 

all our preparation hasn’t been a wasted effort, we 

very much hope to rearrange the event at the same 

venue for next year and swap 20th  birthday balloons 

for 21st. When the time is appropriate, we’ll let you 

all know of our plans and hope we can welcome you 

all in better times to enjoy what has always been a 

special day for Tony and the Sporting Chance family.

Due to the Coronvirus, like most of the sporting 

events this year, it has been delayed.  

Eddie and David are continuing their training - 

this gives them more time to get match-fit!

D A V I D  L E A N  &  E D D I E  J O H N S O N

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/david-lean1 uk.virginmoneygiving.com

@eddie10johnson

B L U E  P L A Q U E  P R E S E N T E D  T O  T O N Y
Although not strictly a fundraising or gift-giving affair, one present did slip through the net at our twentieth birthday party in the form of this wonderful blue plaque, 

presented to Tony by Stephen Purdew of Champneys resorts. Both Stephen and Champneys are a very significant part of the Sporting Chance story; their Forest Mere 

resort has been home to our residential facility for many years. As our clients have access to resort facilities throughout their stay, including lunch and evening meals, 

Stephen and the staff at Champneys are very much part of our service and we’re extremely grateful to them for everything they have done and continue to do for 

us – and of course, for the magnificent plaque that now adorns our gates.
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https://twitter.com/DavidLeanLeano
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/david-lean1
http://https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=EddieJohnson4&pageUrl=1
https://www.instagram.com/eddie10johnson/
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